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but the effect of the exaltation which characterizes the
present epoch, as well as of the inexperience and levity
of a young man, whose name is ordered to be erased
from the Russian service/'

Emboldened by this unambiguous disavowal, the
Turks gave rein to their fury. Among other atrocities,
the octogenarian Patriarch Gregory was seized as he
finished Mass and hanged in his pontifical robes. Eastern
Christendom beheld the body of its venerable chief
dragged through the streets of Stambul and thrown
into the sea, whence it was rescued by a Greek vessel
and carried to Odessa. This crime roused a storm of
horrified anger among the pious Russian masses ; and
the Tsar, to assuage public feeling, addressed an ultima-
tum to the Sultan. The Sultan was quite well informed
enough to take the threat at its true value, and saw with
perfect equanimity the departure of the Russian Ambassa-
dor from his capital (July 27, 1821).

Ypsilantis's " Sacred Legion/' discredited and un-
supported, was soon crushed by the Ottoman armies;
and the Government which had twice already deserted
the Greeks, crowned its duplicity by a third desertion
baser than all the rest.1

*****

The insurrection in Moldavia was speedily extinguished.
But in the south the gallant chiefs of the Morea carried
everything before them. All the strength that had been
gathered during the last half-century was now put forth
in a determined effort for liberty; and the nation which

1 The melancholy story of the Moldavian rising is told at
length by every historian of the Greek Revolution ; but the
ordinary English reader will find an adequate account of it in
Alison, op. cit. iii. 92-97, 107-111. See also the articles on
Capodistrias and Nesselrode in the Encyclopedia Britannica
(9th Ed.), v. and xvii.